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554 mahan's modern mysteries explained. [Oct. 

we believe that the author has succeeded in preparing a text-book on 
the Constitution, which is better adapted for educational purposes and 
for the use of non-professional readers than any preceding treatise of 
the kind. His exposition is terse and clear. It embraces numerous 
administrative details, and presents the actual working of the public 
law. It institutes, for the purpose of illustration, frequent comparison 
of our Constitution with the British. It is marked throughout by a 
wise conservatism, which shuns all latitudinarian constructions. Its 
value is also enhanced by a Comparative Chart of the State Constitu- 
tions, containing on a single sheet materials which, in any but a tabular 
form, would fill a volume. 



13. — Modern Mysteries Explained and Exposed. By Rev. A. Ma- 
has, First President of Cleveland University. Boston: John P. 
Jewett & Co. 1855. 12mo. pp. 466. 

This book has for its subject the various forms of modern necro- 
mancy. It presents substantially the views maintained in our April 
number. It exhibits ample proof that the alleged communications of 
departed spirits extend no farther than the consciousness of the medi- 
um or the knowledge of the consulting circle ; that opposite responses 
may be obtained on the same subjects, in accordance with the varying 
mental states and opinions of the parties concerned ; and that, by the 
intense action of his own mind, the questioner may procure at pleasure 
false, self-contradictory, and absurd answers. It is too late to deny the 
intrusion upon our age of phenomena lying outside of our recognized 
systems of material and spiritual philosophy. By refusing to them a 
place within' the realm of possibility, and denying to them a physical 
cause, we only give the wider license to the insane and impious super- 
stition which is peopling our mad-houses, and promises also no slight 
contribution to the working force of our penitentiaries. President Ma- 
han's theory includes, we believe, all the authenticated facts which fur- 
nish ground for this superstition. We are glad to find that Dr. Bell of 
the Somerville Asylum, in a paper read at a recent meeting of his 
fraternity, maintained views in strict accordance with those advocated 
in our journal, and now supported by the extensive induction and co- 
gent reasoning of the book before us. 



